Franklin McCain’s living legacy
By Dalisha Sturdivant

Nothing has stopped Franklin McCain’s ambition. Not racism. Not verbal abuse. Not fear. Not being refused service at a whites-only lunch counter. And now, at 71, not even time. 
Today, more than 53 years after his involvement in the civil rights movement, McCain’s weekly schedule is focused on improving the lives of the people in his family, the community and the world. His fight to conquer injustice is proving to be a never-ending battle.
 “I’m always wishing what was done today could have been completed yesterday,” McCain said. 
Those who know him, especially close kin, attest to the passion that spurred him and three others to sit down at the whites-only lunch counter so many years ago. 

The Woolworth’s sit-ins, a six-month movement that he, David Richmond, Joseph McNeil and Ezell Blair Jr. initiated on Feb. 1, 1960, is what McCain is best known for, despite his many contributions to justice since. On that winter afternoon in 1960, four N.C. A&T State University students began to cut away at an American cancer, a stringent killer, known as racism. 
By refusing to move from the whites-only lunch counter after being denied service, they sparked a nationwide movement, and finally, the Woolworth counters were integrated on July 25, 1960. 

Since then, half a century has passed and his courageous act still defines McCain.  But McCain has moved on. His purpose in life far exceeds one historic moment. 
 
His son, Franklin McCain Jr., recalls growing up knowing little about his father’s involvement in the civil rights movement. 
“He never spoke about it when we were young," Franklin McCain Jr. said. "I found out about it the day Barbara Walters, a former ABC News Evening anchor, came to our family with a video camera. And that’s when he talked about it.”  

So what took McCain so long to tell his son?  
 “I don’t care if people know about me," McCain said. "The people who do know me know that I could care less about nonsense. I care about who can’t fend for themselves, and those who are disfranchised."
That is exactly what McCain has been working toward. His free time consists of lecturing at universities, high schools and civic clubs. Occasionally, McCain said he does what he “damn well pleases.”
This blunt, dry sense of humor is what his granddaughter, Taylor McCain, also known as “princess” by her granddad, believes describes her grandfather the best.  With a smile on her face, she said, “even though he is stern, he is a loving grandfather.”
Taylor’s fondest memory of her grandfather is the night she spent with him shortly after the death of her grandmother.
“We went through valuable items, and he gave me items that once belonged to my grandmother. It was a good bonding experience,” she said,
But his is not just a family duty. For the past 20 years, McCain has been spreading his love beyond his family. 
He has influenced several high school students through his mentoring program, in which he says most students reach out to him and in return he just makes himself available. He started the program years ago and is still in touch with many of the students, who are, of course, now adults. 

“I have an obligation as a Christian, as an individual who has been blessed, to spread the talent, wealth and a helping hand,” McCain said.

Melvin "Skip" Austin, co-founder of International Civil Rights Center and Museum in Greensboro, said McCain is, “very genuine, down to earth and always willing to do anything we ask him to do and a true pioneer of the civil rights movements.”
McCain experienced segregation at a young age. The contrast between his home life and experiences in the “outside world” gave him a realist's view of the world.
When asked about the contrast, he said, “I couldn’t participate in the democracy. I didn’t have the respect that any human being should have received. Each time I stepped out of my community, I was reminded I was black.”
These prejudices he experienced varied from what his close-knit family had taught him.
“It made me mad as hell when I saw things differently, and that is why I’m still mad as hell,” McCain said. 
Despite this anger, McCain has not only influenced the course of American history but also helped many people on an individual level. 

When his wife died last winter, his friends -- many of those who were in his mentoring program -- rallied to his side.  
“I hate to keep bringing up my grandmother's death, but when she died they were able to cater to my grandfather’s needs and were a huge help not only to him but also to our family,” Taylor said. 


This type of difference translates into the legacy McCain wants to leave behind. 
Franklin McCain died January 9, 2014, about four weeks after this profile was completed.
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